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RATIONALE & OVERVIEW

Literature informs us. It teaches us about ourselves, and it teaches us about others. It
makes us aware of the world in which we live, and of worlds we had never imagined. It also
entertains us. It captures our imaginations, and it challenges us to think, to anticipate what
will happen next, and to experience the highs and lows as the characters themselves
experience them. In the end, literature improves us. That's why learning to value it is so
important. It's also why it is as essential element of Valley Catholic Middle School’s program.

We, the faculty at VCMS, recognize that in order to improve, readers must read
consistently. Taking long breaks from reading - like a whole summer, for example - slows
progress. Although we hope that you will read many books, stories, magazines, and articles
throughout the summer, we do require all of our students to read two specific books at each
grade level. As you read them, do your best to make sure you understand and relate to the
text.

To aid in your understanding and comprehension, we have provided two assignments
to complete — a character poster and a book survey. Complete the character poster for one
of the books and the book survey for the other. The choice is up to you. These will be
submitted to your language arts teacher when you return to school. Additionally, you will
be assessed on your knowledge and understanding of each book’s plot, characters, settings,
conflicts, and themes through some type of quiz, test, or activity during the first week of
classes.

Sit out under a tree in your backyard and read one of your books or pack one for day
trip. Read at your own pace, and enjoy! Middle school really is the best time to develop a
love for literature.

BOOKLIST

INCOMING GRADE 6 INCOMING GRADE 7 INCOMING GRADE 8
Hatchet The Circuit Warriors Don’t Cry

By Gary Paulsen by Francisco Jimenez by Melba Patillo Beals
ISBN: 978-0689826993 ISBN: 978-0-82-631797-1 ISBN: 978-0671866396
Bridge to Terabithia Life as We Knew IT Treasure Island

By Katherine Paterson by Susan Beth Pfeffer by Robert Louis Stevenson
ISBN: 978-0439366779 ISBN: 978-0152061548 ISBN: 978-0553212495

*ISBN #s are provided to aid in your search for the books. Reading the exact ISBN # provided is not necessary.


http://www.amazon.com/Katherine-Paterson/e/B000AQ1NEG/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Katherine-Paterson/e/B000AQ1NEG/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1

CHARACTER POSTER DIRECTIONS
VCMS SUMMER READING

SUPPLIES: SAMPLE:
8 %2 by 11 piece of printer paper
Colored pencils or markers

DIRECTIONS:
1. Choose a character from your book.

2. Useinformation from the book to draw and color a picture of your character on the paper.
Prominently feature the character’s name on the paper.

3. Around the outside of the character, draw six circles or shapes in which to write information about
the character. There should be one circle for each of the following topics:

A Friends

Conflicts

Feelings

Personality traits

Appearance

A category of your choice (Think of a category that will reveal information about the

character)
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4. On the back of your poster, write your name at the top and then write three to four sentences about
one personal connection you can make to the character.

5. Have one of your parents sign the bottom of the back side of the paper to indicate that you read the
novel.



BOOK SURVEY Name

VCMS SUMMER READING Grade

BASIC INFORMATION

Book Title:

Author:

Copyright:

Genre:

SETTING

Briefly describe the major locations and time period.

PLOT
Narrow the book’s events down to the 10 most important. Using complete sentences, write them in order.

CONFLICTS
Briefly describe two major conflicts that drive the story.
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JOURNAL ENTRY

Imagine that youre |




